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appeal might have been made to the world than the
futile effort to carry on an unequal war, while
calling on the God of Battles to help the cause of
the right against the wrong.
Then I pictured what would have happened if
the moral authority of the Negus had been powerful
enough to prevent a single blow being struck in
self-defence; if the Italian advance had been met
with the purest form of non-co-operation from the
very start; if no Abyssinian had fought or killed
a single Italian, but had refused at the same time
to give any assistance even under the worst form of
compulsion; if from that standpoint the Negus had
appealed to the League and had invited a League
Commission to come out and watch every act of
aggression which Italy took.
Something of this kind did happen once on a
small scale at the Island of Bali in the Dutch East
Indies. I was told the story when I was in Java.
The authorities were commanded from Amsterdam
to take over the full administration of this beautiful
island, and the Balinese found their independence
threatened by overwhelming military and naval
force. Instead of fighting, they put on the white
robe of sacrifice and offered themselves for slaughter.
When it was seen by the Dutch that they had no
weapons in their hands, the machine-gun fire was
stopped: a parley was called and without further
bloodshed the terms were arranged between the
civil resisters and the military commander of the
Dutch forces. In this way their liberty was preserved.